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TYPES OF HEARING LOSS

CONDUCTIVE HEARING LOSS

Conductive hearing loss is caused by problems in the 
outer and middle ear, which can prevent sounds getting 
through to the inner ear. The most common causes can 
be a build-up of wax in the ear canal, perforated 
�H�D�U�G�U�X�P�V���� �5�X�L�G�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �P�L�G�G�O�H�� �H�D�U���� �R�U�� �G�D�P�D�J�H�G�� �R�U��
defective ossicles (middle ear bones). 

In many cases this type of hearing loss can be treated 
with medication, althought in some cases, hearing aids 
are required.

SENSORINEURAL HEARING LOSS

This type of hearing loss happens when the delicate 
�V�H�Q�V�R�U�\�� �F�H�O�O�V�� �R�U�� �Q�H�U�Y�H�� �4�E�U�H�V�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �L�Q�Q�H�U�� �H�D�U�� �J�H�W��
damaged. This stops them transmitting sound properly. 

The most common causes of sensorineural hearing loss 
are the natural process of ageing or excessive exposure 
to noise. This condition is permanent in most cases and 
requires the use of hearing aids.

COMBINED/MIXED HEARING LOSS
�0�L�[�H�G�� �K�H�D�U�L�Q�J�� �O�R�V�V�� �L�V�� �G�H�4�Q�H�G�� �D�V�� �D�� �F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q�� �L�Q�� �Z�K�L�F�K��
both the conductive and the sensory functions of the ear 
are compromised. 

The condition is a permanent one, as neither form of 
impairment can be reversed. For each type of 
component of this condition, there are a number of 
possible causes. 
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